
Grand Knight's Sept Message
Worthy Brothers,

As Knights and Catholic gentlemen, one of our primary values is the 
value of human life. We are against abortion in any form; therefore I 
am going to ask you to participate in an initiative known as “40 Days 
of Life”. We are encouraged to support this initiative by Supreme and 
State K of C headquarters.

From September 28th to November 6th, our community will unite 
with many others from coast to coast—and internationally—for a 
major simultaneous pro-life mobilization—the 40 Days for Life 
campaign. Faithful believers are praying that these efforts will mark 
the beginning of the end of abortion.

40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a vision to 
access God’s power through prayer, fasting and peaceful vigil to end 
abortion. The mission of the campaign is to bring together the body 
of Christ in a spirit of unity during a focused 40-day campaign of 
prayer, fasting and peaceful activism, with the purpose of 
repentance, to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds from a 
culture of death to a culture of life, thus bringing an end to abortion.

One of the strengths of 40 Days for Life is its simplicity. The 
campaign is made up of three key components:

 1.PRAYER AND FASTING: inviting people of faith throughout 
our city and across the country to join together for 40 days of 
fervent prayer and fasting to end abortion

 2.PEACEFUL VIGIL: standing for life through a 40-day 
peaceful public witness outside of Planned Parenthood in Nashville.

 3.COMMUNITY OUTREACH: taking a positive, upbeat pro-
life message to every corner of our city through media efforts, 
church and school outreach, petition drives, and public visibility.

Brother Knights this is an opportunity to put action where our mouths 
are because we talk a lot about ending abortion but, many of us 
don’t really do anything positive about it. Let us be leaders of the 
congregation of our church and urge them to participate in the 40 
Days of Life campaign by visibly leading prayer and fasting, peaceful 
vigil and community outreach.

Vivat Jesus, Tom Ashton, Grand Knight      ThomasA615@yahoo.com

Sarah, a Sales Associate at Walmart, notices a man in the card section. 
When she walks by an hour later and sees him still there she walks 
over to see if she can help. “Can I help you?” she asks. “Well I don’t 
know” the man responds “I’m having a problem, I can’t find anything 
that my wife would believe!”

UPCOMING EVENTS
09/17 Parish Cleanup Day - 9 am
09/18 4th Deg Assembly Mtg - 5:00 pm
09/18 Council Mtg/1st Deg - Dinner 5:15, Mtg 6:00 pm
10/02 Parish Octoberfest 1:30 - 4:30
10/23 Third Degree St. Edwards
11/19 Tootsie Roll Drive

Golf Tournament
The golf tournament was a success again this year! We had fun, a 
high level of participation and we were able to raise some money, 
estimated at $9500+.

The veteran volunteers continued to execute well: Jason Allman, Al 
Bleich, Doc Bollig, Dave Eliskovich, Don Ellis, Chris Hentges, Jerry 
Rouselle, and Joe Staub. We had 4 first year Knights who jumped in 
as well; Brian Dunbar, Brent Johnson, Joe Menninger, and Kevin  
Morencey. An estimated 170 volunteer hours were involved with this 
activity.

The weather was nothing short of a miracle. The skies cleared for 
5.5 hours and it poured right after that!

Remember...Just going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more 
than standing in your garage makes you a car.

Octoberfest - October 2
The parish annual (except for last year due to construction) 
Octoberfest is coming soon on Oct. 2nd.

While officially a parish activity, the Knights are key players in this 
fun day as we handle the chicken and brauts cooking and the 
facilities setup and takedown.

We will need setup and takedown help and so stay tuned for emails 
requesting that.

And most of all, plan to bring your family. There is plenty of food, 
games for the kids, music for the adults and a magic show that all 
can enjoy. Your family’s only price of admission is one dish to pass 
and a dessert.

One thing that proves there is intelligent life in the universe is that they 
steer clear of us.

Did You Know
That the KofC is supporting the “40 Days of Life”?
That the Dallas Cowboys haven’t played in Dallas since 1971?
That the “40 Days of Life” campaign runs from Sept. 28 thru Nov. 6?
That the St. Louis Rams were the first NFL team to use their logo on 

their helmets?
That “40 Days of Life” involves Prayer and Fasting, Peaceful Vigil, 

and Community Outreach?
That the Dallas Cowboys stadium is in located in Arlington, TX?

What matters is not what you do, but what God does through you.

Tootsie Roll Drive
Mark your calendar - this year’s MR Foundation Tootsie Roll Drive is 
Saturday, Nov. 19

"Forgiveness is a funny thing. It warms the heart and cools the sting. " -
William Arthur Ward
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New Transferees
Recently we had two transferees join our council: Jesse Fortney and 
Timothy Shoecraft. 

Jesse is a Third Degree Knight as he went through the recent 
exemplification in Clarksville. He is a VP at Aquinas College moving 
to our area two years ago from Minnesota where he was the Director 
of Admissions at a boarding high school. He and his wife, Marsha 
have two children at home; a boy 14 and a girl 9. His email address 
is jessewfortney@gmail.com.

Tim, a Third Degree Knight, works as a Customer Technical 
Representative for Embraer Aircraft Corp at their airplane service 
center in Nashville. He and his wife, Bridget, have three children at 
home; a boy 11 and daughters 10 and 7. They moved here 4 
months ago from Maryville, TN. His email address is 
tshoec01@comcast.net.

No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery

Fraternal Benefits News
Plan for the future.

You have it pretty good right now, don't you? Some minor worries 
but nothing you can't handle. You and your family are enjoying life. 
But how long will those carefree days last?

Your wife and family are your responsibility. Have you done anything 
to secure their future? Have you made any provisions to insure that 
they are taken care of when you die?

I realize that you are healthy today and you feel there is no hurry to 
get life insurance. You can always buy it some other time, right? 
Wrong. You may not be insurable tomorrow.

What if something happens to you? You are left with nothing. Even 
worse, your family is left with nothing. Buy life insurance today and 
protect your family's tomorrow.

Call me for an appointment.

If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail at 
jason.allman@kofc.org or by phone at 615-260-8589. I want to hear 
from you.

Vivat Jesus! Jason Allman

"you can't help getting older, but you don't have to get old."

Third Degree Advancement
On Saturday, Aug 27 we had nine brothers elevated to full 
knighthood at a ceremony in Clarksville: Bud Bosley, Daniel Celis, 
Jesse Fortney, Jason Hussey, Joe Menniger, Ray Morris, Mario 
Ramirez, Kevin Rottero, and Stephan Stallard.

"opportunities are like sunrises. if you wait too long, you miss them."

I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid, but he says he can stop at 
anytime.

A Spiritual Message
An excerpt from one of Fr. Richard Rohr's meditations:

We cannot attain the presence of God because we're already totally 
in the presence of God. What's absent is awareness. Little do we 
realize that God is maintaining us in existence with every breath we 
take. Each time you take a another breath, realize that God is 
choosing you again and again. We have nothing to work up to or 
even learn. We do, however, need to unlearn some things, and most 
especially we must let go of any thought that we have ever been 
separate from God.

In our busy everyday lives it can be a constant struggle to remain 
aware that we are always and forever will be in the presence of 
God. Work, raising families, school, and running errands on a daily 
basis are but a few distractions in our quest to maintain our end of 
the bargain in a relationship with God. It seems we just don't want 
to sit still and bask in the presence of the Creator. Wisdom teachers 
from many traditions have recognized that we human beings do not 
naturally see; we have to be taught how to see. Jesus reminds us 
many times to "Be awake." 

We are people called to prayer. There is no better place to start 
experiencing how to recognize the true presence of God than through 
prayer. We can find many places to encounter God. Nature is one of 
my personal favorites. After all, he did create this beautiful planet we 
live on. I would encourage anyone to go outdoors to a secluded 
place and just reflect quietly on the many blessings that God has 
given you. Try not to offer anything up in prayer at first. Don't dump 
out all of your problems right off the bat. Relax and rest in knowing 
that he is God, right there in the present moment. This is prayer 
even though you are not saying a word. I believe that God wants to 
be in our presence. He made us, he knows us, and he loves us. 
There is a love God has for us that is beyond imagination. We can 
start to find that love if we just rest in his presence. God bless.

Today’s Parenting Tip: Treat a difficult child the way you would your boss 
at work. Praise his achievements, ignore his tantrums and resist the 
urge to sit him down and explain to him how his brain is not yet fully 
developed.

Motions On First Reading
At the August meeting the Assembly passed on first reading a motion 
to provide $1000 to the Catholic Military of Chaplains. 

At the Council meeting the council passed two motions for $1000: 
one for aid to the LA flood victims and one for the Fraternus fund 
raising campaign.

The second reading of all three will be voted on at the Sept 
meetings.

Fourth Degree Color Guard
The Fourth Degree Assembly Color Corps is known as the Visible Arm 
of the Order.  Fellow Knights, members of the Clergy, our Parish and 
the general public see us at events where the Color Corps is invited 
to represent the Knights of Columbus such as parades and other 
patriotic celebrations,  honor guards at funerals for brother Knights 
and special occasions in the Church.  

All Fourth Degree Sir Knights are encouraged to obtain regalia and 
participate in the Color Corps at every opportunity.

Please contact your Faithful Navigator Mark Gierla at 
mgierla@mac.com or connect with him at the next Assembly 
meeting. 

Two boys were arguing when the teacher entered the room. The teacher 
says, "Why are you arguing?" One boy answers, "We found a ten dollar 
bill and decided to give it to whoever tells the biggest lie." 

"You should be ashamed of yourselves," said the teacher, "When I was your 
age I didn't even know what a lie was." 

The boys gave the ten dollars to the teacher.

Tim ShoecraftJesse Fortney



Highlights from the Aug Meeting
Meeting called to order at 6:07 by GK Tom
DGK Mike awarded Fran Varboncoeur the Knight of the Month award 

for the BRASS event and Kenny and Diana Janson Family of the 
Month for hosting the Ladies Appreciation Night.

The minutes of previous meeting were approved as published
Richard Russelburg passed out mugs to those who recently brought 

in new members.
Grand Knight Report: Last Monday evening, August 15th, we 

participated in the Dedication Mass and blessing ceremony of our 
new parish facilities. The Knights of Council 9132 played a major 
role in the ceremony with our Fourth Degree Knights as color 
honor guard, members setting up the hall the day before, 
members directing traffic and the crowd, and more than ten 
members as bartenders. In all over fifty members of our Council 
participated in making this event a success. Hats off to all who 
participated. Father Eric expresses his sincere appreciation for all 
that we do for him and Our Lady of the Lake Parish.

Treasurers Report : Tom Buckett reported a balance of 18474.81
Old Business: 
BRASS report—Fran Varboncouer – 28th year for the event and we 

have been doing it for 15 years. We had 145 paid riders and 
netted about $5500 after remaining expenses are paid. Fran 
thanked his committee.

Ice Cream Social Report – Thorn Schoch – Earned about $600 for MR 
Foundation (homes for mentally handicapped)

Dedication ceremony—Doug Blake – There were over 50 knights 
working the event. Murray Wimmer mentioned there were 
pictures of the event so people could see who was there.

Golf Tournament---Paul Dana – Thanked all those who assisted and 
helped with the event. 124 golfers, 36 sponsors, approximately 
$10,000 profit. 

Forward in Faith – John Bolger – In 2013 we made the commitment 
to 25K. This is a continuing resolution so we approved 5K for 
this fund.

Audio Program – John Bolger – Asked for additional moneys for this 
program. Motion approved for $230 for supplies. 

Upcoming Events/New Business- 
Louisiana Flood – The Supreme Council has requested money for this 

concern. Brothers will be receiving an individual request. A 
motion was made for $1000 and approved on first vote.

Parish wide voter registration drive in September. Mike Manor – With 
no opinions about candidates we will hand out the proper 
paperwork to assist in voter registration. We need help in the 
first three weeks in September for each mass.

Parish cleanup day—Saturday, September 17th – Meet at 9:00 to 
help. Duties will be allocated based upon those who show up.

Coats for Kids Campaign begins on August 31st. John Bolger – Last 
year we donated 8 cases of 20 coats to needy kids.

Crisis Pregnancy Center fundraiser banquet-$500 for four couples to 
attend. Motion approved. See GK if you want to attend.

First Degree Exemplification, September, 18th meeting.
Third degree exemplification in Clarksville, Saturday, August 27th at 

1:00 PM; all second degree members avail yourself of this 
opportunity. Looks like we have 7 candidates so far. Car pool 
from OLOL at 11:30. 

State membership contest—earn VIP points by recruiting any new 
members or getting old members to renew their membership 
between July 1st and September 30th.

Fraternus - Mark Gierla - fundraiser coming up. Motion for $1000 
First of two votes approved. The fundraising event needs 
assistance – Monday Sept 12th at 6 – 10 pm. 

Yellow Dot Program – Al Bleich - GK asked brothers to promote the 
Yellow Dot Program. Emergency information is filled out and 
placed in your glove box and a dot is placed on the rear 
window. Any first responder responding to an emergency can 
then find out any details to help someone in need. Please 

promote in our parish.
Jason Foundation – John Bolger – Motion for $500 for the Jason 

Foundation was passed.
Last week one of our parish families suffered a tragic loss when their 

14 year old daughter took her own life. The father is seriously 
disabled and the mother works and tries to raise a family of four 
girls. Their loss has caused a costly setback to their finances and 
GK asked all to remember that the first principle of our order is 
Charity and so a hat was passed to help this family in their 
tragic loss and financial crisis. A total of $1026 was collected.

Habitat for Humanity –Steve Rozek - We currently have 9 volunteers 
but need 15. Anyone who is interested, please let us know. The 
build will be the 26th of Aug. You can show up on Friday at 12 
or when ever you can make it. Our start is 8 am. Address 723 
Lincoln Dr Gallatin TN. Leftover Gatorade from the golf outing 
will be donated to this effort.

Community - GK asked our Hispanic members to form a committee 
for the purpose of including men from our Parish Hispanic 
Community as members of our honored fraternity.

Report of the Fourth Degree: - Mark Gierla– Next opportunity for 4th 
Degree is Nov 5th in Clarksville - Contract Mark for details. 

District Deputy’s Report: Ed Corbitt - Changes for our application for 
the Columbian Award. There are a number of programs that are 
available for us to implement. Tonight Ed talked about Knights 
doing more domestic church activities. Mentioned 3rd degree., 
Oct 15th at Cookeville at 10:30 and Oct 23 at St Edwards 2:00.

After Good of the Order and closing prayer, meeting adjourned at 
7:30 

Bishop Joseph Durick Assembly #2389 News
Minutes of Aug Meeting

FN Mark Gierla called the meeting to order at 5:00pm
Motion to defer the Past minute as published was Passed.
**Old Business**

Faithful Controller John Bolger reported that we do not owe 
anything and our account has over $8,000

FN Gierla presented Past FN Thorn Schoch with his medallion.
No decision by the Bishop yet as to location of his meeting 

with priests from the diocese.
There is a 3rd degree exemplification in Clarksville that starts 

at 1pm on 8/27. Carpooling will be meeting in the OLOL 
lot at 11:30am for those who are interested.

**New Business**
FN Gierla brought to the table that we were being requested 

to make a donation to the support of the “Catholic 
Military Chaplains” Doug Blake made a motion of $1000. 
The motion was 2nd and passed on this first reading.

Color Corp. is asking all 4th degree knights to sign up on a 
form provided by FN Gierla; if they want to be a part of 
the Color Corp. Also, there will be a Training coming up in 
September for the Color Corp. An email will go out as to 
the date and time for those interested.

After the Good of the Order the meeting was closed with a prayer 
at 5:30.

Go

Titans


