
Grand Knight's Dec. Message
Worthy Brother Knights,

The Advent season started on Sunday, November 27th and as we 
begin to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us remember 
that this should be a time of peace. So, let us pray that we may see 
peace in all conflicts during this holy season. That may sound a 
whole lot optimistic but, let us pray for that anyway.

I urge you and your family to attend our council Christmas party on 
Friday, December 16th at 6:30 PM in the Msgr. Bevington social hall. 
Bring a dish to share and all of the kids because, I have been 
assured that jolly Santa Claus will be there with presents for the 
children.

2016 is drawing to a close and the New Year 2017 is just around the 
corner. So, let us hope that our new President will bring us a year of 
prosperity and as he promised before his election “MAKE AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN” and that we will make our Council GREATER than it 
has ever been.

All of the Council officers and myself wish you and your family a 
blessed Christmas season and a bright future for the coming New 
Year!

Vivat Jesus, Tom Ashton, Grand Knight     ThomasA615@yahoo.com

When you wake up in the morning, pray to ask God's guidance
                for your purpose, today.

UPCOMING EVENTS
12/16 Christmas Party w/Assembly/Council Mtg Bef.
01/15 4th Deg Assembly - 5:00 pm
01/15 Council Mtg - Dinner 5:15 pm, Mtg 6:00 pm
02/05 Super Bowl Party

What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Snowflakes

Children’s (and Adults) Christmas Party Dec 16
Decorating Help Needed

Our annual children’s Christmas party will be on Friday, Dec 16, in 
the OLOL social hall at 6:30pm. Co-chairs Ed Corbitt and Dave 
Eliskovich say all Knights and their families are invited. Come even if 
you don’t have children at home. Also you are encouraged to bring a 
prospective Knight and his family.

The price of admission is just a dish to pass (or two if you have a 
large family). The council will supply the meat and drinks for all. 

For the kids, it is rumored that Santa will take time out from making 
toys to visit and there will be a gift for the little ones.

Co-Chair Ed Corbitt says he could use some help decorating at noon 
on the 16th (maybe a wife or two could come too so the place will 
look good and not like a bunch of men set it up). Also it would help 
to have a bunch of workers so that it doesn’t take all afternoon to 
decorate. Also Dave 1-2 guys to help cook starting at 3 pm.

Tootsie Drive Report
Chairman John Bolger reports that the gross collected in our annual 
Tootsie Roll drive was $4235 about equal to last year’s amount.

John thanks those who braved traffic or counted money. We had a 
total of 49 knights and spouses assisting in this effort which will 
greatly benefit the mentally challenged in our county.

Question: Why do retirees count pennies? 
Answer: They are the only ones who have the time. 

Indian Lake Loop 5 Mile & 5K Runs
While not a council event, this race on Thanksgiving Day is organized 
by Brother Larry Phillips and knights, led by Joe Staub, have 
traditionally manned the pre-race registration and setup activities. 

We had 12 Brother Knights show up to help with registration and/or 
be course marshals. There were over 1200 runners and walkers and 
everyone enjoyed the beautiful weather.  

Proceeds from this run go to the school system’s COMPASS program 
whose main objective is to form lasting, authentic partnerships 
between Sumner County Public Schools and businesses, 
organizations, churches, and individuals.

Thanks to all Brother Knights who gave their time to help make this 
event a huge success. 

You know you're old if your walker has an airbag. Phyllis Diller 

New Brothers
A First Degree exemplification was held at the Nov meeting with Kirt 
Godbey and Gannon Leary becoming Knights.. Also at that meeting 
two transferees joined our council - Richard Glowacki and  Francis 
Kovac.

Dick Glowacki is a retiree from Ford. He and his wife, Terri, moved 
here from Hubbard Lake, MI in Sept.

Kirt Godbey is a US Army Major stationed at the Army Reserve post 
in Nashville. He and his wife, Marcia, have been in middle TN since 
June moving here from Houston. They have two boys ages 5 and 7. 
Kirt’s email address is Kirt.Floyd1@gmail.com.

Gannon Leary and his wife, Robin, moved here a year and a half 
ago from Mobile, AL. They have two girls ages 7 and 8.  Gannon is a 
partner and a chef at Skulls Rainbow Room in Printers Alley. His 
email address is chefgleary@gmail.com.

Food is an important part of a balanced diet. - Fran Lebowitz

Smoked Turkey Sales
It was another good year for smoked turkey sales. Chairman Glen 
Word reports that 82 turkeys were sold and the net proceeds were 
$2400.

Good job, Glen, and thanks to all those were worked the days 
before Thanksgiving so many parishioners could enjoy a smoked 
turkey on the holiday.
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Did You Know
That last year the Knights donated over $14 million to Special 

Olympics and other programs for people with intellectual 
disabilities?

That Gene Autry at first thought the song “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer was silly?

That the KofC donated $1.4 to the Special Olympics World Games?
That the carol “Away in a Manager” was attributed to Martin Luther 

but not written by him? 
That in addition to monetary donations more that 1,000 brother 

Knights and families volunteered at the games?
That the carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful” is based on a latin poem?

“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see 
what you believe.”

Fraternal Benefits News
Christmas

This Christmas give your family a gift that they'll cherish. It is a gift 
that shows that you truly love your family: life insurance.

When you purchase life insurance it isn't just for yourself. It is for 
your entire family.

Life insurance does two things. The first thing is it provides you and 
your wife with an income during your retirement years. It enables 
you to live and not worry about money. You may go and do what 
you want.

The second thing it does is it protects your loved ones if you were to 
die prematurely. It gives your family financial protection so that they 
may survive in your absence. It can be nearly impossible for a family 
to live without life insurance when the breadwinner dies.

Be a real St. Nick and get life insurance today.

If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail at 
jason.allman@kofc.org or by phone at 615-260-8589. I want to hear 
from you.

Vivat Jesus! Jason Allman

Try to make at least three people smile each day.

A Spiritual Message
It's finally over!  Who cannot be happy that the political elections are 
over.  I have to admit, in all my life I have never seen quite the 
nastiness that I have witnessed throughout many of the races.  One 
common thread that I did notice was that regardless of what camp 
you were behind, there seemed to be a lot of finger pointing and 
blaming the "other party."  As I thought about that, it reminded me 
of a reflection that I recently read from Fr. Richard Rohr.  'If your 
ego is still in charge, you will find a disposable person or group on 
which to project your problems.  People who haven't come to at 
least a minimal awareness of their own dark side will always find 
someone else to hate or fear.  Hatred holds a group together much 
more quickly and easily than love and inclusively.'  

Scapegoating is mentioned many times in scripture.  We find it in the 
Old Testament as well as the New.  As a matter of fact, the Gospels 
are full of examples of it.  Think about it; was Jesus not the ultimate 
example of the scapegoat? The systems of both church and state 
conspired to condemn Jesus.  Fr. Rohr continues by stating, 'Jesus 
replaced the myth of redemptive violence with the truth of 
redemptive suffering.  He showed us how to hold the pain and let it 
transform us, rather than pass it on to the others around us.  
Spiritually speaking, no one else is your problem.  You are first and 
foremost your own problem.  There are no bad goats to expel.'  

As we continue on our journey through Advent and into the 
Christmas season, what better advice can we receive than what was 
just mentioned.  How many grudges do you hold?  How many times 
have you blamed a person or organization for your own problems?  
Plain and simple, the truth hurts.  It particularly stings when we 
make a good examination of conscience.  If we are truthful with 
ourselves we will see that we often look for the "scapegoat.". I can 
hear it now, if only I had this......If only if he/she did not do 
this........If I just had more time.....the list goes on and on.  It's 
always something or somebody's fault.  Sound familiar?. It does to 
me!  

As we await the the celebration of the Word becoming flesh, let us 
be ever mindful of the harm our blame towards others can do to 
ourselves, our families, and our communities.  Jesus radically 
changed the idea of the scapegoat.  All we need to do is follow his 
example.  Merry Christmas everybody.  God bless.

What do snowmen wear on their heads?
Ice caps.

I can't understand why people are so bothered about me not knowing what 
the word 'apocalypse' means. It's not like it's the end of the world! 

Christmas - What other time of the year do you sit in front of a dead tree 
and eat candy out of your socks?

The crew that repaired the church entrance patio and some of 
their materials. Fm l-r:Jim Quirin, Thorn Schoch, Tony 

Domning, Dan Bernier, Doug Blake, Greg Bollig, Doc  Bollig 
(organizer), Steve Rozek, and Jeff Yelle

New Brothers:  Kirt Godbey, Gannon Leary, Dick Glowacki. and 
Francis Kovac



Highlights from the Nov. Meeting
There were 65 Knights in attendance.
DGK Mike presented Mario Ramirez with the Knight of the Month 

award and Randy and Barbara Herron with the Family of the 
Month award.

After a First degree exemplification the Regular Meeting started at 
7:00.

Welcome to our new brother Knights- Kirt and Gannon, new 
Fust Degree and Dick abd Francis Kovack trabsferees to our 
membership

Grand Knight Report: GK expressing his beliefs on the 
national election said he believes that “we can all breath a 
sigh of relief that the culture of death in our Government is 
dormant for the time being and that our President Elect will not 
veto any attempt by Congress to defund Planned Parenthood. 
Further more, I expect our President Elect to offer into 
nomination names of conservative judges for appointment to 
the Supreme Court. I would like to thank all of you who prayed 
the National Novena from Sunday, Oct. 30th until Monday, Nov. 
7th, it worked, so never under estimate the power of prayer. 
The “40 Days for Life project also worked as they boast having 
saved 12,668 babies from abortion, shut down 75 abortion 
centers and helped 141 workers quit the abortion industry. 
Remarkable what 40 days of prayer and fasting can do so, our 
thanks to all of you who participated in the project. Maybe, just 
maybe, we can see an end to abortion in our lifetime!”

Communications: Supreme thank you note for hurricane relief fund 
contribution. Barbecue and Blue Grass for the Babies thank you.  
Thank you for our contribution to the Father McGivney Military 
Chaplain Scholarship fund.  Thank you from Deb and Elisha for 
our sponsorship of the J.U.M.P.   Thank you from the UAB 
mission.     

Treasurers Report: Tom Buckett - $18,363 ending balance
Old Business:  

Second vote on $1,200 expenses for delegates to attend the K 
of C State convention. Approved !!
Report on the MR Foundation Tootsie Roll Drive-John Bolger - 
We collected over $4K for handicapped.  
Report on the smoked turkey sale-Glen Word – 82 turkeys sold. 
Need help cooking turkeys tomorrow.  Possible smoker available 
from church next to ours. 
Yellow dot program report---Jerry Holtman and Al Bleich – 350 
kits passed out in Oct.  Will continue into Dec.
Formation Degree Ceremony team members are: Tom Ashton, 
Chad Bennett, Joe Menniger, Richard Russelburg, Steve Rozek 
and Mario Ramirez. Any others who would like to be on the 
team, please see Tom.
Brother Thorn Schoch reports that the poster contest for RCIA 
children has been postponed until the Easter season.
Make plans to attend the Council Christmas Party with your 
families on Friday, December 16th in the Msgr. Bevington social 
hall. Motion approved for up to $500 for the event. Each council 
member needs to bring one covered dish to share. Party starts 
at 6:30.
Steve Bollig thanked all brothers who helped replace the 
walkway spacing.
Please send in service hours conducted during the month of Oct 
to Brother Jerry Holtman.  Hours at meeting, church work, any 
service hours.

New Business and upcoming events:
We are collecting needed items by Cumberland Crisis Pregnancy 
Center with a donation box in the narthex.
The Mid-Year Mid-State meeting is on Saturday, January 7th at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center in Nashville from 8:00 AM until 3:30 
PM. All those who wish to attend, give your name to our 
recorder.
Habitat for Humanity Build Home donation.  A $500 donation will 
be reviewed in Jan.

Expense funds for two of our council Knights to attend The 
March for Life in Washington DC in January.-$500 approved.
We are planning on a Holy Family celebration in 2017 with a 
prayer service and renewal of wedding vows for all married 
couples in the parish who wish to participate. Tom has a 
meeting planned on Nov. 30th with Fr. Eric to set a date for 
weekend masses for this event .
$100 GK discretion to Sharon Ratcliff to participate in a program 
that she is heading up for the council to donate packaged snacks 
to give to our law enforcement officers that says “we are 
praying for you”. 
Thanksgiving Day Run- Larry Philips – 6 am help needed for 
registration process.  On Tuesday and Wednesday 4-8pm sign-
up. Help needed.  Charity is COMPAS (Sumner County Schools)
Thursday Night pick- up basketball and other games. Paul 
Alberstadt
Knights hosting a Free Throw Contest in Jan.
Request for funds to buy Christmas gifts for all of the people on 
the Angel tree who were not picked by the parishioners.  Up to 
$500 approved.
Knights fixed some rotted wood on Fr. Eric’s deck---Doug Blake 
and Ed Corbitt.  Approved $390 for expenses incurred.
Nashville Dream Center requested $200 to sponsor a family and 
kids. $200 approved.
Report of the Citizenship degree---Mark Gierla – 4 new 
members have joined.

A man was given the job of painting the white lines down the middle of a 
highway. On his first day he painted six miles; the next day three miles; 
the following day less than a mile.
When the foreman asked the man why he kept painting less each day, he 
replied, "I just can't do any better. Each day I keep getting farther away 
from the paint can."

Bishop Joseph Durick Assembly #2389 News
Minutes of Nov. Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by FN Mark Gierla. 
There were approximately 24 Sir Knights in attendance. 

Faithful Purser Murray Wimmer reported that the Assembly has a 
balance of $8,856.72 . There are no pending expenses at this 
time.

Sir Knight Doug Blake reported that plans for our Assembly to host 
a dinner for the Diocesan Clergy during their meeting at OLOL 
are on hold pending scheduling of the meeting by Bishop 
Choby. 

Color Corps Commander Doug Blake encouraged all assembly 
members who have not done so to obtain regalia and 
participate in our honor guard. Doug reminded everyone that 
the Assembly; through our honor guard activities, is known as 
the Visible Arm of the Order.

Prayers and petitions for the Good of the Order were offered. 
The meeting was closed by FN Gierla leading the Assembly in 

prayers.

The Tootsie Roll Money Changers - I mean, Counters



Smoking Turkeys is a Strenuous Task

But the End Result is Delicious

The Turkey “Trot” Tootsie Roll MR Foundation Drive

Dennis Conley Hit The Street

As Did Marshall 
Head and Mark 

Pense


